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Abstract 
Confucianism, established by Confucius in the 6th century BCE, has deeply shaped Chinese society 
and governance across history. This paper examines the fundamental principles of Confucianism and 
their influence on key aspects of ancient Chinese life, such as politics, education, family structure, and 
moral values. Through the analysis of primary Chinese texts and modern scholarly articles, the study 
highlights how Confucian ideals permeated various facets of Chinese civilization. By exploring these 
core principles, this research aims to elucidate the lasting legacy of Confucian thought on the 
development and evolution of Chinese societal norms and governance practices. 
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Introduction 
Confucianism, established by Confucius in the 6th century BCE, is a philosophical and 
ethical system that has profoundly influenced Chinese society and governance throughout 

history. Confucius, known as Kongzi (孔子) in Chinese, emphasized the importance of 

morality, proper social relationships, justice, and sincerity. His teachings, compiled in texts 

such as the "Analects" (论语), laid the foundation for centuries of Chinese thought and 

societal development. 

The core principles of Confucianism, including "Ren" (仁, benevolence), "Yi" (义, 

righteousness), "Li" (礼, ritual propriety), and "Xiao" (孝, filial piety), have been 

instrumental in shaping various aspects of ancient Chinese life. These principles not only 
guided personal behavior and family relations but also influenced political governance and 

educational practices. The concept of the "Mandate of Heaven" (天命), which asserts that a 

ruler's legitimacy is based on their virtue and ability to maintain harmony, is a key Confucian 
idea that has had a lasting impact on Chinese political thought [1]. 
In the realm of politics, Confucianism advocates for rulers to govern by moral example 
rather than coercion. This idea is encapsulated in the famous Confucian saying, "He who 
exercises government by means of his virtue may be compared to the north polar star, which 
keeps its place and all the stars turn towards it." Such teachings have significantly influenced 
the development of political institutions and governance practices in ancient China [2]. 
Education is another area profoundly affected by Confucian thought. Confucius emphasized 
the importance of learning and self-cultivation, which led to the establishment of the imperial 
examination system, a meritocratic method for selecting government officials based on their 
knowledge and moral integrity. This system not only promoted educational attainment but 
also ensured that government positions were filled by individuals who exemplified 
Confucian virtues [3, 4, 5]. 
Moreover, Confucianism has deeply influenced family structure and social hierarchy. The 

principle of "Xiao" (孝, filial piety) underscores the importance of respecting and honoring 

one's parents and ancestors. This emphasis on family values and hierarchical relationships 
mirrored the broader societal structure, promoting social harmony and stability [6, 7]. 
This paper explores the core principles of Confucianism and their impact on various aspects 
of ancient Chinese life, including politics, education, family structure, and moral values. The 
study is based on an analysis of primary Chinese texts and contemporary scholarly articles, 
highlighting how Confucian ideals permeated different facets of Chinese civilization and 
continue to influence modern Chinese culture. 
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Literature Review 

Confucianism, with its deep roots in Chinese history and 

culture, has been extensively studied and analyzed by 

scholars. This literature review delves into the significant 

body of research surrounding Confucian principles and their 

influence on ancient Chinese society and governance. It 

synthesizes findings from ten Chinese scholarly articles to 

provide a comprehensive understanding of the topic. 

 

Confucian Political Thought  

The influence of Confucianism on Chinese political thought 

is profound and enduring. In [8], the authors discuss how 

Confucian ideals of benevolence and righteousness formed 

the bedrock of ancient Chinese political philosophy. They 

emphasize that rulers were expected to lead by moral 

example, reflecting the Confucian belief that virtuous 

governance would ensure societal harmony. In [9], the 

authors further explore the concept of the "Mandate of 

Heaven" (天命), which posits that a ruler's legitimacy is 

contingent upon their virtue and ability to maintain order 

and justice. This principle served as a moral check on rulers, 

encouraging them to govern with integrity and fairness. 

 

The Role of Ren (仁) and Li (礼) 

 Ren (仁) and Li (礼) are central tenets of Confucianism, 

deeply impacting social and political structures. The 

literature highlights that Ren, or benevolence, was 

considered the highest virtue that individuals, especially 

rulers, should aspire to. It fostered a culture of compassion 

and empathy, essential for harmonious social relations. Li, 

or ritual propriety, as discussed by authors in [10, 11, 12, 13, 14], 

structured societal interactions and reinforced hierarchical 

relationships. Rituals and ceremonies governed daily life, 

ensuring that each person understood and fulfilled their 

roles within the family and society. 

 

Filial Piety and Family Structure Filial piety (孝, Xiao) in 

Confucianism played a pivotal role in shaping family 

dynamics and societal expectations in ancient China, being 

both a moral obligation and a legal requirement [15, 16, 17]. 

This principle influenced laws and customs related to family 

life, reinforcing the hierarchical structure of families that 

mirrored broader societal hierarchies [18]. Confucian ethics 

emphasized the importance of respect and devotion to one's 

parents and ancestors, with filial piety being a central virtue 

deeply ingrained in Chinese culture [19]. The concept of filial 

piety extended beyond personal relationships to encompass 

political dimensions, emphasizing obedience and respect not 

only within the family but also towards authority figures [20]. 

This enduring value of filial piety continues to have 

relevance in present-day China, albeit facing challenges due 

to modernization and globalization [21]. 

 

Educational Ideals and the Imperial Examination 

System 

Confucius placed a significant emphasis on education and 

self-cultivation, which has had lasting impacts on Chinese 

society. A Confucian perspective illustrated by a case study 

of Zeng Guofan by authors in [20] focuses on the concept of 

self-cultivation in Confucianism and its role in personal 

development and character formation. The study uses the 

historical figure Zeng Guofan as a case study to illustrate

how Confucian principles of self-cultivation contribute to 

the making of a virtuous person. The paper explores the 

philosophical underpinnings of self-cultivation, its practical 

applications in daily life, and its broader implications for 

individual and societal well-being. 

 

Cultural and Artistic Contributions  

The impact of Confucianism extends to Chinese culture and 

arts. In [21, 22], the authors explore how Confucian ideals are 

reflected in traditional Chinese art, literature, and music. 

These cultural expressions often embody Confucian virtues 

such as harmony, respect, and propriety. Confucianism 

provided a moral and aesthetic framework that guided 

artistic creation and appreciation. 

 

Methodology 

This research adopts a qualitative approach, involving an in-

depth analysis of ancient texts and scholarly articles to trace 

the historical impact of Confucian principles on Chinese 

society and governance. By focusing on qualitative 

methods, the study aims to understand the nuanced ways in 

which Confucianism influenced various aspects of life in 

ancient China. 

The analysis of ancient texts, such as the "Analects" and 

other classical Confucian works, allows for a direct 

examination of the original teachings and ideas of 

Confucius and his followers. These texts provide a 

foundational understanding of the core principles of 

Confucianism, such as "Ren" (仁, benevolence), "Yi" (义, 

righteousness), and "Li" (礼, ritual propriety). 

Additionally, the study incorporates contemporary scholarly 

articles that offer interpretations, contextual analyses, and 

historical accounts of how these Confucian principles were 

implemented and manifested in ancient Chinese governance, 

education, family structure, and societal norms. By 

synthesizing insights from these sources, the research aims 

to construct a comprehensive picture of the enduring 

influence of Confucian thought on the development and 

evolution of Chinese civilization. 

Through this qualitative approach, the study not only 

highlights the direct teachings of Confucianism but also 

explores their practical applications and impacts over time, 

providing a rich, detailed understanding of Confucianism's 

role in shaping ancient Chinese society and governance. 

 

Results and Discussion 

Results 

The qualitative analysis of ancient Confucian texts and 

contemporary scholarly articles reveals several key findings 

regarding the influence of Confucian principles on ancient 

Chinese society and governance. 

 

1. Political Governance 

 The concept of the "Mandate of Heaven" played a 

critical role in legitimizing rulers based on their virtue 

and ability to maintain social harmony. Confucian 

ideals emphasized moral governance, where rulers were 

expected to lead by example. 

 Confucianism advocated for a meritocratic bureaucracy, 

leading to the establishment of the imperial 

examination system, which selected officials based on 

their knowledge and moral integrity. 
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2. Education 

 Education was highly valued in Confucian thought, 

promoting lifelong learning and self-cultivation. This 

emphasis led to the development of a structured 

educational system and the widespread establishment of 

academies and schools. 

 The imperial examination system, rooted in Confucian 

educational ideals, democratized education to some 

extent by allowing individuals from various social 

backgrounds to attain government positions through 

merit. 

 

3. Family Structure and Social Hierarchy 

 Filial piety (孝, Xiao) was a cornerstone of Confucian 

ethics, profoundly influencing family dynamics and 

societal expectations. Respect and devotion to one's 

parents and ancestors were considered fundamental 

virtues. 

 Confucianism reinforced hierarchical relationships 

within the family and society, mirroring the broader 

societal structure and promoting social harmony and 

stability. 

 

4. Moral Values and Ethics 

The principles of Ren (仁, benevolence) and Li (礼, ritual 

propriety) were central to Confucian moral philosophy, 

guiding personal behavior and social interactions. These 

values were deeply embedded in Chinese culture and rituals. 

 

Discussion 

The findings highlight the profound and multifaceted impact 

of Confucian principles on ancient Chinese society and 

governance. Confucianism's emphasis on moral governance, 

education, family structure, and ethical conduct created a 

coherent and enduring framework that shaped various 

aspects of Chinese civilization. 

 

Political Governance: Confucian ideals of virtue and moral 

leadership fundamentally shaped the political landscape of 

ancient China. The "Mandate of Heaven" provided a moral 

justification for political authority, ensuring that rulers were 

held accountable for their actions and governance. This 

concept not only legitimized rulers but also provided a 

mechanism for their removal if they failed to maintain moral 

integrity and social harmony. The meritocratic nature of the 

imperial examination system further reinforced Confucian 

values by selecting officials based on their knowledge and 

virtue rather than birthright. 

 

Education: Confucius's emphasis on education as a means 

of personal and societal improvement led to significant 

developments in the Chinese educational system. The 

establishment of the imperial examination system 

democratized access to government positions, allowing 

talented individuals from various social backgrounds to rise 

based on merit. This system not only promoted educational 

attainment but also ensured that government officials were 

well-versed in Confucian principles, thereby reinforcing the 

ethical and moral standards of governance. 

 

Family Structure and Social Hierarchy: Filial piety and 

the hierarchical structure of relationships within the family 

mirrored the broader societal structure promoted by 

Confucianism. This hierarchical order fostered social 

stability and harmony by clearly defining roles and 

responsibilities within the family and society. The emphasis 

on respect and devotion to one's parents and ancestors 

reinforced social cohesion and continuity, ensuring that 

Confucian values were passed down through generations. 

 

Moral Values and Ethics: The principles of Ren (仁, 

benevolence) and Li (礼, ritual propriety) were central to 

Confucian moral philosophy, guiding personal behavior and 

social interactions. These values were deeply embedded in 

Chinese culture, influencing rituals, ceremonies, and daily 

practices. The integration of Confucian ethics into the legal 

system ensured that laws were not only punitive but also 

aimed at moral education, promoting a just and virtuous 

society. 

Overall, the research underscores the enduring legacy of 

Confucianism in shaping ancient Chinese society and 

governance. The principles espoused by Confucius provided 

a coherent framework for political, educational, familial, 

and moral development, creating a lasting impact that 

continues to resonate in modern Chinese culture. 

 

Conclusion 

The research underscores the significant and lasting 

influence of Confucian principles on ancient Chinese 

society and governance. Analyzing ancient texts and 

contemporary articles reveals how Confucian ideals shaped 

political, educational, familial, and ethical frameworks. 

Confucianism's focus on moral governance, with "Ren" (仁, 

benevolence) and the "Mandate of Heaven" (天命), 

established a model for ethical leadership, promoting 

political stability and social harmony. 

Education and self-cultivation were central to Confucian 

thought, leading to the merit-based imperial examination 

system that enhanced bureaucratic efficiency and 

emphasized lifelong learning and moral development. Filial 

piety (孝, Xiao) and hierarchical family structures 

reinforced social stability by promoting respect and 

devotion within families, mirroring societal hierarchy and 

embedding Confucian values into legal and social practices. 

Confucian moral values, such as "Ren" (仁), "Yi" (义), and 

"Li" (礼), created an ethical framework guiding personal 

behavior and social interactions. These values influenced 

institutions and cultural practices, promoting integrity and 

compassion. 

The legacy of Confucianism remains relevant in modern 

Chinese culture, highlighting its role in shaping and 

continuing to influence various facets of Chinese life. This 

research demonstrates that Confucianism is not just a 

historical relic but a living philosophy that informs and 

guides contemporary Chinese society. 

 

Acknowledgments 

I would like to thank my supervisor, friends, and lab mates 

for their unwavering support during the research.  

 

Funding Information 

Author did not receive any external funding for this 

research. 

 

Author Contributions 

All research work and writing work is done by Jalaluddin 

http://www.foreigntradejournal.com/


International Journal of Foreign Trade and International Business  www.foreigntradejournal.com  

~ 127 ~ 

only. 

 

Conflict of Interest 

The authors declare no conflicts of interest. 

 

References 

1. Yuan L, Chia R, Gosling J. Confucian virtue ethics and 

ethical leadership in modern China. J Bus Ethics. 

2023;182(1):119-133. 

2. Mou Z. Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism: 

Seeking Common Ground in Debate (The Wei, Jin, and 

Northern and Southern Dynasties). In: A Brief History 

of the Relationship Between Confucianism, Daoism, 

and Buddhism. Singapore: Springer Nature Singapore; 

c2023. p. 153-250. 

3. Denis K. Confucius’s views on administration and 

communication. Історія науки і техніки. 

2023;13(1):65-77. DOI: 10.32703/2415-7422-2023-13-

1-65-77 

4. Lan P. Confucius’s political philosophy of governing 

the country: Historical and contemporary 

considerations. XLinguae; c2023. 

DOI: 10.18355/xl.2023.16.03.01 

5. Christopher EB. Confucianism and Education; c2023. 

DOI: 10.1093/oxfordhb/9780190906184.013.15 

6. Lu S. Reassessing Confucian Familism Through 

Contextual Biblical Hermeneutic of Harmonious 

Relationship [dissertation]. Fuller Theological 

Seminary, School of Intercultural Studies; c2018. 

7. Song J. The influence of Confucian values: students’ 

understandings of classroom behaviours and learning 

practices in a university in Central China [dissertation]. 

Auckland University of Technology; c2014. 

8. Mahapatra DA, Grego R. Moral Social Order and the 

Ideal Ruler, the Sage-King. In: Sensual Austerity and 

Moral Leadership: Cross-Cultural Perspectives from 

Plato, Confucius, and Gandhi on Building a Peaceful 

Society; c2021. p. 67-110. 

9. Zhang SN. Confucianism in contemporary Chinese 

politics: An actionable account of authoritarian political 

culture. Lexington Books; c2016. 

10. Lixue F. The Tripartite Dimensions of “Ren 人” 

(Human Beings) in Pre-Qin Confucianism in Terms of 

“Li 礼” (Ritual). Religions; c2023. DOI: 

10.3390/rel14070891 

11. Georgios S. Confucius’ Ontological Ethics. Conatus - 

Journal of Philosophy; c2023.  

DOI: 10.12681/cjp.32081 

12. May S. Confucianism and Transgenerational Grounds 

for Justice. The Monist; c2023.  

DOI: 10.1093/monist/onad006 

13. Louis F. Confucianism and Social Structure; c2023. 

DOI: 10.1093/oxfordhb/9780190906184.013.31 

14. Daniel YR. Translating rén from the etymological 

perspective: a case study of lectures on traditional 

China’s political thoughts. Int. J Educ. Humanities 

Social Sci.; c2023. DOI: 10.54922/ijehss.2023.0484 

15. Lu Z, Lim CM. Analysis of semantic levels and 

characteristics of China Confucian filial piety cultural 

products based on deep learning. In: International 

Conference on Community Development; c2023. DOI: 

10.1117/12.2682908 

16. Wang P. Filial Piety for Modern China; c2023. 

17. Alvin HC. Filial Piety across Legal Systems: Analysing 

the Influence of Traditional Chinese Legal Culture of 

Property in Hong Kong, Taiwan, and China. Asian J 

Comparative Law; c2023. DOI: 10.1017/asjcl.2023.6 

18. Zbigniew W. The Virtues of Xiao (Filial Piety) and Ti 

(Brotherly Obedience) as Two Pillars of Confucian 

Familism. Studia Warmińskie; c2022. 

DOI: 10.31648/sw.8336 

19. Dieu AN, Nguyen M, Wilson L, et al. Confucian Filial 

Piety and Altruism and Family Financial Support in the 

21st Century. J Student Res; c2022. 

DOI: 10.47611/jsrhs.v11i4.3694 

20. Yongli L, Liu Y. Self-cultivation as the basis of person 

making: A Confucian perspective illustrated by a case 

study of Zeng Guofan. Psychol. Dev. Societies. 

2021;33(1):27-53. 

21. Gier NF. The dancing Ru: A Confucian aesthetics of 

virtue. Philos East West; c2001. p. 280-305. 

22. Tan C, Tan L. A shared vision of human excellence: 

Confucian spirituality and arts education. Pastoral Care 

Educ. 2016;34(3):156-166. 

http://www.foreigntradejournal.com/

